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Normal Temperatures, Pulse Rates and Respiration Rates for Pets



By checking a pet’'s temperature, pulse rate and respiration rate we
can tell whether an animal is sick or well. Having a thermometer for
the pet in the home is always a good idea as it can help us indicate
whether a pet needs treatment.

Rectal thermometers are especially useful when keeping dogs and
cats, as they relatively inexpensive and easy to use if your pet is
cooperative. Ear thermometers are another option. Following the
directions which come the thermometers can help to get a more
accurate reading and analysis.

To calculate the respiratory rate, count the amount of breaths which
you pet takes for 15 seconds and then multiply that amount by four.
This gives us the amount of breaths which the pet takes per minute.
We can count the breaths by either watching each rise of the chest
wall or by placing your hand in front of the pet’s nose and counting
how many times it exhales. Finding the pulse rates can be done by
feeling for a pulse over the femoral artery in the upper inner thigh for
small animals and, for large animails, the artery that runs just inside
the back of the jawbone. Another way to find the pulse rate is to
place your hand on the lower, left side of the chest and feel for the
animal’s heartbeat. Again, multiply the number of beats felt in 15
seconds by four.

The normal vital parameters for common
pet species are as follows:

Phone: 01206 805359 ProTrainings Lid,

Colchester Business Park,

Email: support@protrainings.uk
650 The Crescent,

Website: www.propeffirstaid.co.uk Colchester CO4 9YQ

Copyright ProTrainings Europe Ltd all rights reserved


mailto:support@protrainings.

